
 

      

  

 

What to do if you have an encounter with a sick or dead animal 

May of this year, health officials in Larimer County, CO confirmed rabies in a steer, 

prompting a reminder for pet and livestock owners to keep their animals up to date on 

rabies vaccinations. This marks the first transmission of rabies to a mammal other than 

a skunk in 2019.  In addition, between January 1 to July 25, 6 bats and 37 skunks have 

tested positive for rabies in Larimer County. 

Rabies is spread primarily by saliva through the bite of a rabid animal. Once symptoms 

of rabies infection appear, there is no cure and the infection is fatal. People that have 

been exposed to rabies can receive medication treatment to prevent illness. 

In skunks, rabies symptoms include abnormal behavior, such as being active in the 

daytime, aggressiveness, seizures, stumbling, and vocalizing. However, skunks and 

other infected animals can transmit rabies before they show symptoms of the disease.  

 Never touch the animal, even if it appears dead 

 Try to contain a bat in the room where it is found. Close the entrances to the 

room or place a box over it. 

 Call the Larimer Health Department 970-498-6700 or the Larimer County 

Humane Society at 970-226-3647 to report a bat, skunk, or other encounter with 

an animal that looks sick. 



 If the bat, skunk or other aggressive animal has bitten or scratched you, wash the 

affected area immediately and call your doctor as soon as possible. 

The undamaged brain is needed for rabies testing, so if the animal is shot, it should be 

shot in the body, not the head. A skunk will spray when shot, so stay upwind and shoot 

from a distance if possible. 

 

Use rubber gloves when handling dead animals and avoid any contact with the body. 

Place the carcass in a garbage bag and then double bag it. Live animals should be 

confined in a manner that prevents contact with other animals or people. Call the Health 

department or Humane Society for help with testing. 

 

If a vaccinated pet is bitten by a suspect skunk or other animal, the biting animal should 

be tested for rabies. In the meantime, the bitten pet must be re-vaccinated and kept out 

of contact with people or other animals. If the biting animal tests negative for rabies, the 

pet is safe. If rabies is confirmed, the vaccinated and re-vaccinated pet must be 

confined for 45 days to be sure rabies does not develop. 

 


